Hypnotic susceptibility to various depressants in rats selected for differential ethanol sensitivity.
MA rats, bred for greater motor impairment following subhypnotic doses of ethanol, were found to be more sensitive to the hypnotic effects of phenobarbital and chloral hydrate than were LA rats. In addition, the previously reported finding of a difference between the two lines of rats in duration of loss of righting reflex following a hypnotic dose of ethanol was replicated. The results are discussed in terms of a phenotypic difference in central nervous systems sensitivity to a range of sedative-hypnotics.